
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, May 22, 2011 
 

This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
  

THE "PERSONAL" WAY 
 

It is easier than ever for us to find our way to a particular destination. 
 

We can type the address into Google or Bing or another search engine and in a matter of a 
second or two our computer screen will display the location on a map and often give us an 
aerial or street view as well. 
 

We can enter the address into our GPS and that navigation device will give us spoken turn by 
turn directions as we drive. 
 

We can phone the firm or person we intend to visit for directions or find the way by searching 
the company's website or visiting MapQuest. 
 

If we are traditionalists, we can unfold a paper map and plot a route, and if we are adventurous 
and bold we can just start driving and stop people along the way and seek directions. 
 

It's easier than ever to find our way when it comes to a physical destination. 
 

However, when it comes to finding our way to heaven, or to our "Father's house" as Jesus puts 
it in this Sunday's Gospel (John 14:1-12), that is a different story. 
 

We cannot type "Father's house" or "heaven" into Google and get an aerial view with 
directions. 
 

We cannot program our GPS to give us spoken turn by turn directions as we go through life. 
 

We cannot search a Biblical map or theological treatises to plot our course. 
 

Nor can we depend on people to tell us how to get there. After all, no person we can ask has 
ever been there and returned to tell us their directions are absolutely correct. 
 

However, in this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus tells us that he is the way to the Father's house. He is 
the way to heaven. He is the way to the fullness of life. Jesus does not say I will tell you, or show 
you, or teach you, or direct you. Jesus says, "I am the way and the truth and the life." 
 

We find our way to the Father's house by having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, 
something that is possible since, as the Resurrection proclaims, Jesus is alive and risen. He is 
present to us. He speaks to us in his word. He breaks bread with us in the Eucharist. He walks 
with us in his Church. And touches our heart during intimate moments of prayer. 
 

It is by having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, risen and alive, that we come to our 
Father's house and that we find the fullness of life not just tomorrow but today as well. 
 

Yet it should not be surprising that the way to heaven is found in a person. Don't we experience 
a taste of heaven, a taste of pure joy in life, when we are blessed with a life-giving relationship 
with another person? 
 



The way to heaven is not found in a set of directions but in a relationship with Jesus Christ! 
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